
Report to: Licensing and 
Regulatory 
Committee

Date of Meeting: Monday 11 
September 2017

Subject: List of Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles

Report of: Head of Regulation 
and Compliance

Wards Affected: (All Wards);

Portfolio:

Is this a Key 
Decision:

No Included in 
Forward Plan:

No

Exempt / 
Confidential 
Report:

No

Summary:

Publication of a list of wheelchair accessible hackney carriage and private hire vehicles.

Recommendation(s):

Members are requested to note the contents of this report.

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

The publication of a list of wheelchair accessible vehicles was approved by Committee 
on 20th March 2017. The purpose of this report is to update members of the expected 
publication date and include a draft copy of the list of vehicles.

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs

The cost of the service is wholly recovered from the ring fenced Taxi Licensing Trade 
Account, (Revenue Budget BD12).

(B) Capital Costs

None



Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):

Legal Implications:

Equality Implications:

 

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable: The publication of a list of vehicles will place a duty on 
drivers of those vehicles to offer reasonable assistance to passengers in wheelchairs.

Facilitate confident and resilient communities:

Commission, broker and provide core services:

Place – leadership and influencer:

Drivers of change and reform:

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity:

Greater income for social investment: 

Cleaner Greener

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD 4818/17) has been consulted and notes the 
report indicates no direct financial implications for the Council. The Head of Regulation 
and Compliance (LD 4102/17) has been consulted and any comments have been 
incorporated into the report.

(B) External Consultations 

The owners of the vehicles have been informed that their vehicles will be placed on a 
published list and applications for exemptions have been invited.  The requirements of 
the legislation will continue to be discussed with the trade groups.

Implementation Date for the Decision

2nd October 2017



Contact Officer: Mark Toohey
Telephone Number: Tel: Ext 2274
Email Address: mark.toohey@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

Annex 1 – draft list of wheelchair accessible vehicles.

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection.

1. Introduction/Background

1.1 Members will recall the decision to approve the publication of a list of wheelchair 
accessible hackney carriage and private hire vehicles on 20th March 2017.

1.2 The list is made under the Equality Act 2010 and sections 165 (passengers in 
wheelchairs) and 167 (lists of wheelchair-accessible vehicles) which will introduce 
obligations and offences for discrimination against wheelchair users.

2. Equality Act 2010

2.1 Section 165 of the Act, places the following duties on drivers of designated 
wheelchair accessible hackney carriages and private hire vehicles;

 To carry the passenger while in the wheelchair;
 Not to make any additional charge for doing so;
 If the passenger chooses to sit in the passenger seat to carry the 

wheelchair;
 To take such steps as are necessary to ensure that the passenger is 

carried in safety and reasonable comfort;
 To give the passenger such mobility assistance as is reasonably required

2.2 The requirements of section 165 do not apply to drivers who have a valid 
exemption certificate and are displaying a valid exemption notice in the prescribed 
manner.

2.3 Section 166, of the Act which states that a licensing authority must issue a person 
with an exemption certificate if satisfied that it is appropriate to do so on medical 
grounds or on the grounds that the person’s physical condition makes it 
impossible or unreasonably difficult for the person to comply with those duties.

2.4 Section 167 of the Act states that a licensing authority may maintain a list of 
hackney carriage and private hire vehicles which it considers to be wheelchair 
accessible; e.g. as a minimum, the vehicle is designed for and is able to carry, a 
passenger seated in a standard “reference wheelchair “and also publish a list of 
those vehicles (known as designated vehicles under Section 167 of the EA 2010).



2.5 “Accessibility requirements” are requirements for securing that it is possible for 
disabled persons in wheelchairs;

.
(a) to get into and out of vehicles in safety, and
(b) to travel in vehicles in safety and reasonable comfort, either staying in their
wheelchairs or not (depending on which they prefer).

2.6 It is the vehicles on this list (annex 1) which are designated hackney carriage and 
private hire vehicles for the purpose of duties under section 165 as referred to 
above. Out of the 125 wheelchair accessible vehicles licensed in Sefton, 120 are 
hackney carriages and 5 are private hire.

2.7 It will be an offence for the driver (unless exempt) who is using a vehicle on the 
Licensing Authorities designated list to fail to comply with these requirements.

2.8 More detailed guidance for drivers will be drafted in consultation with trade 
representatives.

3 Medical Exemption

3.1 Licensed drivers can contact the taxi licensing enforcement team to request an 
exemption application form. Once a successful application has been received, the 
driver will be issued with an exemption notice.


